
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
MR. SENATOR 8EWARD.

There are some known opinions of the distin¬

guished Senator from New York from which we

entirely dissent; and we do not know, when we

come to think of it, that we have ever in oar lives

given him credit ip these columns for any single
thing that he has either done or left undone. This
has been from no want of personal good-will or

respect towards him, but simply by accident; b*t it
is one reason, among others, why we should give
him credit when we think it due to him. The oc¬

casion presents itself. We have sincere pleasure
in doing noweo much justice to that Senator as to

place before our readers the following eloquent, and
indeed brilliant, passage from a Speech delivered

by him at the Dinner given on Saturday last by
the authorities and citizens of the city of New York
to the Members of the Legislature of that State

visiting that city. ..

At the dose of his speech Mr, Sewa*d said :

.« GeniUmen, we all have a c#mmon property in the State

of New York a* it is, an* in the whole and every part and
element of iU Tbere may be among the citizen* of this great

capital some who feel that they have a right to look contemp-
tuoufcly on tbe country which constitutes in broad suburbs.
I remember one wit* seerard to think so. I fell in with him
on a tour.I am sure it was hit first one.to Niagara. He

.expressed his surprise at seeing a steamboat on Cayuga lake
and two steamboats on Sencca lake, and when be saw yet
«aolh«r on Canandaigua lake, fee asked me, with all the art-

lessnesa of one willing to be instructed, how they got the
steamboats iota the takea * {Laughter.] Well, gentlemen,
it must be only sttch persons as this one that undervalues the
* rural' districts, and they are only to be pitied, but certainly
not to be retaliated upon.
" So there dsabtle^s are some minds in tbe country that

are jealous of tbe city. They do not know, they do not un¬

derstand that tbe wealth gathered here flows over the whole

State; that tbe light of civilization kindled here illumi¬

nates this broad land, while its asbes and cinders fall within

the confines of the city ittetf, The wealth produced here is

shareJ with tbe country ; the poverty and crime generated
here remain at home. Susely we of the country owe the city
liberal retarns for such benflfecence. [Cheers.]
" Gentlemen, we have a common property in the virtues

that have made this State what it is.in that principal virtue,
ernulatien, signified by the bearings on our armorial shield :

the rook with the waves beating upon it, and the motto . In
vain i tbe rising sun, and that spirit-stirring, spirit-sustain¬
ing motte, 4 Higher.' It was not for town or country either
that Hamilton and Jat labored to secure the elements of
freedom, justice, and order in our constitution, or that Gustos

developed our vast resources and made the valley of the St.
Lawrence and tbe valley of the Mississippi tributaries to our

greatneM.
" And this thought seggeeu, .gentlemen, yet another: the

intimate relation, the necessity of indissoluble connexion be¬
tween tbe State and the United State*. It is not New York
alone that supports and austains thia great city and this great
State ^ it ia the entire nation, stretching from the river St.
Lawrenoe along the Atlantic coast and the Mexican Gulf,
and then fcerthe mountains and along the Pacific coast

away «p to Nootka Sound. Oar star is indeed brilliant and
distinguishable in the oanstefiation, 'hut, let it ahoot from its

sphere, and it would .pale its fires and be lost in the heavens.

[Cheers.] Gentlemen, no man in New York can be a dis-
uniouist. [Cheers.] I knew none, indeed. [Cheers.] 1
will say only one thing further on the subject of the Union.
I am a beiever in the Christian religion. When it happens
in my way to fall in with a skeptic, I endeavor to remove his
doubts, and I persevere confidingly ; but when he avows

himself an Atheist, I thick that he is to be turned over to my
friend, Dr. Benedict, of the insane hospital at Utica. So, if
I should hear a New York man avow himself a disunionist, I
should think the Bloomiagdale Asylum the fittest place for
his correction. [Cheers.] Sir, what is just and wise must be
defended and auintained, bat be who cannot defend and

maintain them in thia Union, and under this Constitution, is

capable of doing; no good, and, in my poor judgment, inca¬

pable of doing more harm. [Cheers.] May Heaven take
care of the New York man, if there be one, who series dis¬
union, and Hearven save the wits of him who sincerely sus¬

pects others of being so ! But, gentlemen, I most not forget
that I am only a casual and unexpected guett 5 I will not

abuse, by much speaking, the hospitality which ba< indulged
me with the privilege of being a listener at this happy greet¬
ing of town and country. [Cries of, goon, goon.] No, gen¬
tlemen. [Cries o£ gs on, go on.] Gentlemen of tbe rural
districts, please to be io order. Excuse me, Mr. Lieutenant
Governor and Mr. Speaker, for thus usurping your authority.
I give yoa, gentlemen, ' The City of New York and the
. State of New York.harmony and affection between them,
*ar.d indissoluble Union between them and all the sister
States."'

We have great ^pleasure (says the Commercial
Advertiser) in publishing the following correspon¬
dence, so highly creditable to the parties concern¬

ed. The present was indeed a handsome one, al¬
beit the letter announcing it is so modest and un¬

pretending. The reply of Mr. Webster shows
how true is his heart to every patriotic impulse,
and how ardently he is devoted to the Constitution
of his country, and the perpetuity of this Union.
His eloquent words and impassioned aspirations
will find a response in every patriotic heart, and
they make one more than ever admire the man

who feared no personal consequences when his
country's weal demanded his services :

New York, Fbbbcaht 14, 1851.
Dear Si a : A number of the citizens of New York, with¬

out dutindion of party, beg leave, through the undersign¬
ed, to ask your acceptance of a carriage, harness, and horses,
which have been selected for you, as a small token of the high
estimation in which they hold your long course of public ser¬

vices in the councils of the nation, as the expounder of the
Constitution and the defender of the Union.

It mu»f be a source of great gratification to you to know
that, in the crisis which has jast passed, your bold and man¬

ly course in espousing the great cause of the Union, and its
recent compromise, at tbe peril of loss of fiavor with a sec¬

tion of that party with which you have ever acted, and whose
principles yon have ever maintained, has met with the warm
approval ai.d cordial support of your countrymen at large.

That your valuable life may be long spared to your family
and your country, is the ardent wish of your friends, wtom
we represent, and of ouraelves.
We are, dear sir, your obedient servants,

WM. M. RICHARDS,
SAM'L E. SPROULLS,
CHAS. A. 8TETH0N,
CHAS. U. A. RODGERS.

Hon. Dasiel Webith.

Washixgtov, Mabcs 21, 1851.
Gxhtjlbmbk : On the receipt of your letter of the 14th of

February, I deemed it advisable to postpone an answer until
the carriage, harness, and horses should arrive here. They
came on and were received, all sound and in good order, in tbe
early part of this month. Tbe pressure of affairs at the
breaking up of C«ngrea», and until the iioal adjournment of
tbe Senate, has obliged me to put off uutil to-morrow every
thinf; not absolus'y uecsssary to be done to-day.
And now, gentlemen, I have to thank you for your costly

and handsome present. Tbe csrriage iuelf is thought to be
as elegant as any ever seen in the country. It appeata to be
of excellent workmanship, sod is rich, without being gaudy.
It is every way commodious, and its motion pleasant and
agreeable. The horses attached to tbe carriage, I think, are

quite worthy of it They are certainly uncommonly hand¬
some, and tbeir travelling and action very fine.
On ttie whole, gentlemen, I rather fear that this equipage

is too splendid and superb for a plain farmer of Marshfield ;

bat as it has been your pleaeure to maka me so very valuable
a gift, I accept it with all thankfulness, and shall always re¬

gard it as the measure, not of my merits, bat of yoar boun¬
ty and munificence.

Bti', |aalUMm, 1 mb mora deeply yew «kbtw far the est*

mation in which you art pleased to holt) nay public aervices
in the couacila of the country. If I have attempted, gentle¬
men, lo expound the Constitution, I have attempted to ex¬

pound that which I have ctudied with diligence and venera¬

tion from my early manhood to the preaent day. If I have
endeavored to defend Mid uphold the union of the State*, it

if because my fixed judgment aod my unalterable affection*
have impelled me, and still impel me, to regard that union
aa the only security for general prosperity and national glory.
Yes, gentlemen, the Constitution and the Union ! I place
them together. If they stand, they must aland together ; if

they fall, they must fall together. They are the images
which present to every American hi* surest reliance, and hia

brightest hopes. If they perish in my day, or afterwards, I
ahall stilt leave, in the history of the time*, my own deep,
heartieK, aod engrossing conviction that they are among the

greatest political blessings ever bestowed by Providence on

men ; and that if, in any course of disastroua events, such
as may happen to all human institution', they should become
severed and broken, even their history and their memory will
constitute a track of light upon which all lover8 of human

liberty in aftertimes may gaze with admiration. Yes, gen¬
tlemen, Union and the Constitution !

" Fortunati ambe ! ai quid mea carmiua posaunt,
" Nulla dies unquam memori vos eximet oevo.
" Dum domus .fSoes Capitoli immobile aaxum
.' Accolet, imperiumque pater Romanus babebit."

I was not unaware, gentlemen, on the morqing of the 7th
of March of last year, that I was entering upon a duty which,
as you suggest, might bring into peril that favor which had
been long shown me by that political party whose general
principles I had for a long lime steadily maintained. A crisis
had arrived in which it did not become me, as I though', to

be indifferent, and to do nothing. Still less did it become
me to act a part which ahould inflame sectional animosities,
tend to destroy all genuine American feeling, and shake the
fabric of the Government to its foundation. I was willing
to trust, and am still willing to trust, for the vindication of

my motivea to the intelligent men of my own party, and of
all partiea. I should, indeed, have been wholly unworthy
of that character which it is my highest ambition to maintain
among my countrymen, if I bad allowed any personsl peril
to bear with the weight of a feather against my profound
sense of public duty. Whatever may now happen, I shall
meet it with a clear conrcience, and a fixed purpose ; and
while acting in full co-operation with the great mass of our

fellow-citizens, who hold the same sentiments that you hold,
I shall fear nothing.

I am, gentlemen, your obliged friend and fellow-citizen,
DANIEL WEBSTER.

Messrs. Wx. M. Richards, Sau'i E. Sphoclls,
Chab. A. Stbtson, and Chas. U. A. Kougxbs.

New Orleans, March 20, 1851.
Late from Yucatan..Seven clays later news

from Yucatan has been received. The condition of
the country was deplorable. A conspiracy had
been discovered in Merida to massacre every one
and burn the town. It was, however, frustrated,
and the leaders arrested and executed.

Mormons..There arrived at New Orleans on
the 15th instant from Liverpool four hundred Eng¬
lish Mormons, under the guidance of two elders.
They are on their way to the Salt Lake city.

ALABAMA POLITICS.
A public meeting was lately held at Montgome¬

ry, Alabama, for the purpose of forming a " South'
em Rights Union Club," as an organization to op¬
pose the Southern Rights Clubs of Secessionists.
The club was formed and a constitution adopted,
the preamble of which sets forth that their object
is to oppose all factions or parties whose object is
a dissolution of the Federal Government for ex¬

isting causes. The resolutions declare that " as
the issue of union or disunion is to be made before
the people of Alabama at the next general election,
it behooves us to prepare for the contest," and that
they therefore adopt the resolutions of the Georgia
Convention as a platform.
The Mobile " Register" doubts the propriety of

this movement, under existing circumstances ; de¬
nies that it is probable that the question o( union
or disunion will be presented to the people of Ala¬
bama any where at the ensuing election, in a re¬

spectable or imposing form ; declares that the re¬
cent action of the Southern State Rights Clubs, so
far as they recommended secession, has proved
entirely abortive and stillborn ; that the people in
no county of the State will tolerate that issue, and
that the ultraists will not dare make it.

The Hon. William B. Campbell has been
nominated as the Whig candidate for Governor of
Tennessee. He received the unanimous vote of
the Whig State Convention.

It will be remembered (says the Boston Trans¬
cript) that, in a recent debate in the United States
House of Representatives, Mr. Ashmun, of Massa¬
chusetts, remarked, in reference to Mr. Allen :
" But the gentleman says he is frank, open, and
manly. Does he not publish private confidentialletters of Charles Hudson£" To which Mr. Al¬
len, In his seat, replied : »« No, sir ; no, sir / you
are a s rel if you say that I do." " Whether
you do or not," returned Mr. Ashmun, Charles
Hudson can say. He is pretty well known in
this House, and his veracity can probably be trust¬
ed." Immediately after this debate, Mr. Ashmun
wrote to Mr. Hudson to inquire whether the state¬
ment was true or false, and received the following
telegraphic despatch:

"Borrox, March 3, 1851.
" Hon. Gkobob Ahhmuk : I wrote a confidential letter to

Hon. Cuahlks Alles just before the Philadelphia Conven¬
tion, in 1848. He tead the letter in a public meeting at
\\ orcester, and published it in the Worcester Spy.

"CHARLES HUD80N."

Melancholy Death of a Poor Debtor..The
infamouB barbarity to which a poor man not able
to discharge a pecuniary obligation is liable at the
hands of a soulless creditor, where the law for im¬
prisonment for debt prevails, is painfully illustrated
by the following tragic occurrence in Boston :

"JoHjr Jay Bbadlet, a man of liberal education, a Greek
scholar, and formerly an editor of a piper, died in Boston jail
on Thursday, where he had been confined for a week past
for debt. He was in the last stage of consumption when
sent to jail, and could scarcely get up the steps for weaknMs.
The creditor peremptorily refused to release him unless the
money was paid. Deceased had certain rights in property
which were not available at the present time, which prevented
his swearing out under the poor debtor's act unless he as¬

signed them to hia creditor. He never attempted to get re¬

leased, and waa a little insane. Hia father was applied to,
but be refuted to interfere. There had been a quarrel be¬
tween father and son, but it does not appear that the forme
knew fully of bis son's condition. The creJitor must have
imbibed all the spirit of a Sbylock to send a dying man to
end bis days in a jail for a debt of $200."

Mobilb asd Ohio Railroad..The agent appointed by
the Governor of Alabama to Mlect and locate the lands in
that State appropriated for the Mobile and Obio railroad has
completed that duty. About two hundred and fifty-three
thousand four hundrtd and forty acres, or three hundred and
ninety-six section*, have been selected. Most of the selected
lands lie contiguously to the waters of Mobile bsy. The lauds
are said to be worth an average of three dollars per acre
The amount which they will yield, it is estimated, will be
sufficient to build that section of the road which runs through
Alabama.
The grant to the road in Alabama and other States through

which Ihe rosd will pass amounta to two million acres.

IncoMacsTiHLB Rors..'The St. Louis Republican con-
tains a very interesting no ice of a trial recently made in that
city of ir>comhu»tible hempen rope, which had been pre¬pared by a new chemical procen. A piece of the prepared
rope and a piece of wire rope were put into a blacksmith's fir*.
The heat was intense enough lo weld the strands of the wire
rope together i whilst the tampan rope waa only sligbUycharred on the outside.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 8TATE3 AND
THE BOSTON MOB.

In the subjoined document (says the Boston
Courier) we lay before our readers the sentiments
of President Fillmore respecting the outrage which
happened in this city on the 15th of February last.
It will be remembered that immediately after that
unfortunate occurrence the City Council caused to

be transmitted to Washington certain orders and
resolutions enacted by them, for the purpose oi

publicly expressing their condemnation of the out¬

rage, and ol explaining the circumstances connect¬
ed with it. Under the direction of the President,
Mr. Webster has written to Mayor Bioelow a

reply to this communication. The sentiments ex¬

pressed in this letter will meet with the hearty ap¬
proval of every man who desires the peace and
safety of this community. It is highly gratifying
to perceive that the view taken by the President of
the affair of February is such as by no means di¬
minishes his confidence in the good sense, integrity,
national spirit, and loyalty of the people of Boston.
The wide circulation of this letter will do much
good in lemoving the false impressions which have
been created respecting the existence among us of
disaffection to the Federal Government and our

constitutional obligations. It is impossible to state
the matter ip a clearer and more satisfactory man¬

ner than it has been done by Mr. Webster. This
letter will be read with unqualified approval and
satisfaction by every true American citizen :

Wabhisotok, March 10, 1851.
(

Hon. Joh* P. Biuxlow, Mayor of Boston ;

Sia : The President has had the pleaaure to receive your
letter ol the 15th February, enclosing official copies of the
order and resolve* lately adopted by the two branches of the
Government of the city of Boston.

It affords him great satisfaction to perceive that such mea-

aurea have been taken by the authoritiea of Boston as give
assurance that no other outrage aimilar to that which was,
he presumes, the immediate cause of their adoption, will be
permitted to take place in your city.
From hia earliest yoath he has been accustomed to regard

with the greatest respect and veneration the city of Boston,
and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
He haa been taught to believe that their inhabitants were,

almost above all others, the friends of order and good govern¬
ment 5 intelligent enough to appreciate the advantagea of free
Institutions of their own choice, and capable of understanding
and resolving that great political problem of the compati¬
bility of freedom with order, of liberty distinguished from
licentiousness, and of self-government the furthest removed
from the dangers of anarchy » that they were especially de¬
voted to the union of the States, and to the Conatitution
which established and still maintains that Union; and tbat
their patriotism would never fail to counsel them to fnlfil all
their obligations under the Constitution, justly and fully, and
in the very spirit in which such obligations were entered into
by their renowned ancestors.

Entertaining these sentiments, it was difficult for the Pre¬
sident to credit the accounts which were received of the out¬

rage on all law perpetrated in Boston on the 15th oi Feb¬
ruary last.

Tbat a prisoner, in lawful custody, within the walls of the
Court-house, in the centre of the city, and in full sight of
the offices of the municipal authorities, had been at noonday
forcibly rescued, by a mob of one or two hundred persons,
from the officers of the law, carried out of the building, and
through the public streets, in a sort of triumph, and enabled
to escape altogether, without an attempt on the part of any
of the authorities or any of the citizens to preserve order and
maintain the Uw, or to pursue and retake the fugitive, was a

statement that seemed to him too improbable to be true.
It was with a feeling of great relief that he received such

explanation of this strange occurrence as showed it to have
been an entire surprise upon the citizen*, and upon the au¬

thorities ; an act of successful temerity on the part of a very
inconsiderable number of persons, which only needed to have
been apprehended the shortest time beforehand to have been
prevented.
The President is confident that the great majority of the

citizens of Boston are entirely loyal to the constitution ; that
they view with just indignation all such outrages, and all at¬

tempts, whether by wriUng or speaking, to incite the ignorant
and unthinking to such acta of violence ; and that thev are

ready to discharge the duties incumbent on them by the con¬

stitution and laws of the United Slates, faithfully and fear¬
lessly, under all circumstances, whenever called upon by the
proper authorities.
The occurrence of the 15th of February is certainly greaWy

to be regretted, as it gives occasion to those not unwilling to
seize upon it to question the disposition of your fellow-citi¬
zens to comply with their constitutional obligations in good
faith; and the hiatory of such an outrage is spread far and
wide, reaches where an explanation of it may never follow,
and creates ill feelings towards those whose only connexion
with it is that they were residents of the place in which it was
perpetrated. Bat if, as the President doubts not it will, this
event shall arouse the attention of all good citizens to a venae

of the dangers to be apprehended from the inculcation of such
doctrines aa have been spread abroad in the country, tending
to shake the authority of all faw, to unsettle society, and to
absolve men from all civil and moral obligations; and shall
put them on their guard againat the further diffusion of such
pernicious sentiments, it may, in the end, be productive of
happy resulta; and certainly the almost unanimous expres¬
sion of indignation which it called forth among your citizens
balances, to some extent, the ill effect flowing from it.
The President does not doubt that the people of Massachu¬

setts perfectly well understand the difference between the
freest discussion of political measures, and opposition to legal
enactments already made and established. He is quite sure

that they regard the law of the land not as a sentiment, or an

opinion ; but as a rule of conduct prescribed by the general
authority, and which all are bound to obey, at the risk of the
penalties attached to its violation.
The President directs me to tender you his thanks for the

transmission of the resolutions.
I remain, Mr. Mayor, with great respect, your obedient

servant, DAN'L WEBSTER.
NEW BANK OF WASHINGTON NOTES.

In attempting, one day last week, to convey to our readers
the impression made upon us by certain new Bsnk Notes
from plates engraved by Messrs. Draper, Weigh 4" Cv.t oi
Philadelphia, for a Bank io this city, these notes were repre¬
sented, by a slip of the pen, to be of the Patriotic Bank in¬
stead of the Bank of Washington. A view of the Washing¬
ton Monument (according to its projected plan) on one of the
plates, particularly appropriate to the title of the Bank, ought
of itself to have prevented such a blunder.
The charters of the Banks in this city, it may not be amias

here to remind the reader, were, under the influence of
party intolerance and vindictivenes*, some years ago, refused
to be renewed, with the intention to break them up and with¬
hold from the People of thia city whatever convenience and
accommodation those Banks afforded to merchants and others
in the transaction of business. The property of these Banks
was, as a means of avoiding the loss which would have ne¬

cessarily attended an abrupt winding-up of them, before the
actual expiration of the charters, placed in the hands of
Trustees ; and the business of the Banks has been cootmoed,
as before, by the Trus'ees, even more prosperously for tbe
stockholders, and probably more advantageously to tbe city,
than before this change in their condition took place. ^
Land Sales in Prince George'*..The real

estate of the late Robert W. Bowie, lying in Not-
tingham district, Prince George's county, (Mary¬land,) was sold at trustee's sale on Tuesday last.
The Marlboro' Gazette says:
"The '. Conoick farm," of 390 acres, was purchased by

Mr. Benjamin Swann, at $36 25 per acre. The plantationcalled " Mattaponi" bad been divided by commissioners into
fivs lots. Tbe first lot, of 136 acres, principally in wood,
was purchased by Mr. James 8. Morsell, at $26 per sere.
Tbe second, containing 240 acres, by Messrs. Robert Gbiee-
lin and Fielder Bowie, at $32 per acre. The third, 350
acres, by Mr. Miehsel B. Carroll, at $33 per ecre. The
fourth, 241 acrea, mostly in wood, by Mr. Robt. J. Young,
at $16 per acre j and the fifth lot (being tbe dower) with tbe
dwelling boose and mill, containing 306 acres, was bought
by Mr. Jaaes J. Bowie, at $10 per acre. Ths sales these
lands amounted to abort $43,000. The persooai property,beretofcxe sold by tbe executor, for upwards of #90,000.

Mb. CALHOUN.

It is unfortunate for Mr. Calhoun's present famethat he has left no successor. It is the fate of a

mind like his to have no heir. When he faded
from this life his mantle fell on no one. Of those
who aspire to fill the vacancy produced by his
death.and their name is legion.there is none in
whom the country will recognise a representative.
They have divided his garments amongst them; but
upon any one of them the fragment looks like
" new cloth in an old garment," whereby " the
rent is made worse."

Assuming that Mr. Calhoun was sincere in his
reiterated declarations of a love for the Union ; as¬

cribing to his labors in behalf of Southern rights a

purpose which he constantly claimed for them.
preservation of the Confederacy; what would
probably be his course now, was it permitted the
mighty dead to revisit the scenes oi their triumphs ?
Imagine the consternation of the great founder of
a political school, when he returned to his disci-
pies, radiant with genius and glowing with patriot¬
ism, at finding them selecting the vatieinations of
his sombre words as the basis of a scheme of prac¬
tical politics. His invocations to the spirit which
guided the framero of the Constitution in the labor
of organizing a Republic are forgotten in the zeal
with which his denunciations of those who endan¬
gered the work of their hands are dissected for a
text.his panegyrics of the Constitution as the
perfection of human wisdom, derided by prepara¬
tions for withdrawing hit native State from the
Confederacy which it created. There is a glimmer
of Mr. Calhoun's greatness in the collection of hi*
self-assumed successors ; no glimpse of his states¬
manship, none of his talents, nor yet any of his
patriotism. The drearier outpouring^, wrung from
an overfraught heart by exigencies that are disap¬
pearing, and the imaginings of a mind startled by
apprehensions which are not likely to be realized,
are indeed discernible. But these are such a con¬
serve of the essence of his teachings as the pas¬
sages against sinners present of the promises of the
Holy Scriptures..N. Orleans Picayune.
Who are most entitled to be considered the

friends of the South ? Those who would preserve
her rights and liberties, in the Union, and under
the influence of the Constitution, by bringing back
to a sense of constitutional obligations those of the
North who have lost that sense.or the Disunion-
ists, who are seeking the overthrow ofthe whole
fabric of that Government which now makes us
one people, and to permit each fragment of the dis¬
solved Union to take its chances of liberty and
safety, under such local Governments as chance or

destiny, or perhaps civil war, may afford ? Let
the people examine well the issue.let them anti¬
cipate the future, if they can, before they take any
step to carry out the wild projects of Disunion, and
pull down a Government which has fostered their
rights, property, and honor for sixty years, and has
brought them up to a prosperity and power now
known and felt by no other Nation on the globe.
Beware of all false political prophets, who are in¬
cessantly cryiag, Lo! here is honor, liberty, and
safety ! Come and see! Believe them now.for
many will rise up to deceive you. Beware! their
feet lay hold on political death.and there is great
fear that their steps will lead down to ruin and
utter darkness..Mississippi "Flag ofthe Union."

The Refugee Question in Switzerland..We
learn, by the late arrival from Europe, that the
Federal Council of Switzerland has, inconsequence
of the repeated reihonstrance of the German Pow¬
ers, just abolished the absolute obligation imposed
ia July, 1849, on the various cantons to receive political
refugees. It ha*, moreover, maintained the decrees relative
to the expulsion or transmission f refugees into the interior.
These resolutions are commuuic.iu .i to the cantons by a pro¬
clamation, dtted Berne, the 25th ultimo. This document
explains that after the events of 184S and 1849, Switzerland
was obliged, from its position, and from the duties of hu¬
manity, to receive a vast number of refugees of different
nations, snd to take measures for distributing them among
the cantons ; but the time has now arrived at which the can¬

tons can be relieved from this burden, and allowed their old
privilege of dealing as they pleaie with refugees. It says,
moreover, that the French Government has offered to convey
to England or America all refugees not French who may not
be able to return to their own countries. Under these cir¬
cumstances, it observes that the cantons may make use of the
right of expelling refugees, without subjecting themselves to
the charge of severity. In July, 1849, the number of refu¬
gees under the general control of the Confederation was

11,000; but by pardons, expulsions, and voluntary departures,
it has been reductd to 500.

Riot ash Meant*..We learn from a letter in the Balti¬
more Patriot that the men employed ;by Capt. Piper on the
railroad, five miles above Fairmount, Virginia, had a serious
riot on the night of the 19th instant. It appears Capt. Piper
himself had been threatened if he employed any but Mayo
men. He disregarded the threat, and employed ten others,
when the shanty, containing twelve or thirteen men, was

attacked with guns and pistols by forty or fifty assailants, who
shot one of the inmates dead, wounded several, and attempted
to fire the shanty. Ten of the rioters have been arrested,
and fite or six of them identified. Others will be arrested.

Ohio awd Mississippi Railroad..The organization of
the western branch of the Ohio and Mississippi railroad, ac¬

cording to the charters of Illinois and Missouri, was to take
place on Satarday last at St. Louis. The Cincinnati Ga¬
ze- te says ;

" The prospect is that the city of St. Lou's, in its corpo-
rate capacity, will subscribe $500,000, and that large private
subscriptions will immediately be made, books will be open¬
ed in this city for further private subscriptions. We also learn
that large amounts will be obtained along the route. There
has been a great change in public opinion since the charters
have been obtained for the great line of railroad, all the way
from Bal imore, Maryland, to the western limits of Missouri.
This line of railroad does not vary over fifteen miles from a

straight line from Baltimore to Missouri, and its completion
will make Cincinnati just what Nature designed her to be, the
greatest inland city of the whole continent of America.

The Legislature of Dklawarx has passed a law to prevent
free negroes from coming into that 8tate hereafter to reside
under a penally of $50. The offender, in case be be unable
to piy the fine, is to be sold beyond the limits of the 8tate for
a sum sufficient to psy the fine and all costs. The law is not
to affect seafaring men, servants, or persons entering the 8tate
temporarily for the purpose of trade. Any captainjof a vessel
taking a free negro into the State to attend a camp or other
meeting is subject under this law to a fine of $200.

A writer in the New York Journal of Commerce states
that a committee of the lumbermen and ship builders of that
city have purchased twenty-five square miles of territory on'
the Ohio river, clothed with millions of the most valuable
timber, and possessing numerous other advantages, for the
purpose of building vessels on an extensive scale. The writer
saya that ship plank worth $40 per thousand in New York
are placed upon the banks of the Ohio at $5 to $8 ; floor
timbers worth in New York 45 cents per cubit foot, are ftir-
nished for seven to ten cents ; and so of knees, and other pro¬
ducts of the forest.

Psksacola, Mabch 19.
The floatirfg dry dock, on the bslanoe plan, in progress of

construction by G|lbert A 8ecor, at the Pensacola navy yard,
was Isunched this day, without the slightest accident. This
dock is capable of receiving a steamship of six thousand four
hundred tma, or double the tonnage of the Collins' ships.Its dimensions are, length three hundred and fifty feet, width
one huodred and five.
. Giaht Cotto* Stalk..The Alabama Journal (Mont¬
gomery) says : "We were ehosvn, a few days since, by Mr.
Cost, one of the delegates frem this quarter to the World's
Fair in London, a section of an immense cotton stalk, which
he wi|l take with him ae a specimen of the plant ss it grows
in the rich ptairie bottoms of Alabama. The plant was

twenty feet in height and bore one thousand bolls. It waa
grown on the plantation of Mr. P. Wait, of this
county. Mr. Coxe and brother will leave at SO eerly penod
for Europe."

VIRGINIA AND SOUTH CAROLINA.
FROM THE RICHMOND «»¦ Or XARC* 22.

The True Position of South Carolina .We
have reason to believe lhal one of the chief argu¬
ments used by the Aisunionists of South Carolina
to persuade the people of that State to follow their
rash counsels, consists in representations that «h»
is scoffed at, ridiculed, and threatened wYth deraoli
lion by all who do not approve of the disunion
project. With the boundlesl. freedom which tt Id
lowed to the press in this country, it is impossible
to say what extravagance of expression may not
have been employed in some papers; but, accord-
ing to our observation, the causes of complaint just
referred do not exist to an extent worthy of serious
notice. True, the frothy declamations of such men
as Rhett have elicited much caustic commentary,
and the various violent propositions which indivi'
dual leaders have put forth have been criticized with
unsparing severity, but we are not aware that the
people of South Carolina have been treated with
disrespect. Least of all it there just ground for
the assertion that the State has been offensively
threatened. Arguments have undoubtedly been
used by advocates of the Union to show that no
State can expect to withdraw from the Confederacy
without incurring the inconveniences of war; but
such reasoning was inseparable from the nature of
the subject. So far as the National Administration
is concerned, all must admit that its course has been
marked by singular circumspection and forbear¬
ance. The President has frequently said, with im¬
mediate reference to violations of laws, in the ob¬
servance of which the Southern States are particu¬
larly interested, that he would use all his authority
to execute the laws. But, in regard to the position
of South Carolina, not a word has escaped him
which would authorize her most sensitive citizen
If) take umbrage. And, in truth, it seems to be the
general tone of public sentiment in those States
which are most opposed to a dissolution of the
Union, if South Carolina should determine to se¬

cede, to waive the question whether she may pro¬
perly be restrained by force, and to permit her
peaceably to learn by experience the folly of her
course.

For our own part, we have not the slightest dis¬
position, nor do we think there is any such dispo¬
sition on the part of the Union men of Viiginia,
composing ninety-nine hundredths of her citizens,
to speak or think offensively of South Carolina.
We confess we have no great respect for South
Carolina leaders and speech-makers, but the people
of South Carolina are undoubtedly a brave people
and an intelligent people ; and if their presses and
public men would allow a fair discussion of the
Union issue, we have no doubt the decision of that
people would be correct. It is now due to them to
say that their attitude appears, in some degree, to
be misunderstood. The State is commonly said to(
be pledged to secession, and a very broad statement
to this effect by a paper called the "Southron,"
published at Charlotte, North Carolina, has induced
a striking and significant explanation in the Charles¬
ton Mercury, from a writer styling himself V An
Old Nullified" The « Southron " had assert¬
ed that, if South Carolina did not secede, she would
become a reproach, the Palmetto a device upon the
shield of cowardice, the State the Falstaff among
the States," &c. The writer in the Mercury as¬

serts, 44 without the fear of contradiction," that the
Legislature of South Carolina has never, by any
law, manifesto, resolution, or act, or deed whatso¬
ever, taken any such " position" or " proud
stand." He proceeds to say :
" 8he bsgan her opposition te Federal aggressions by de¬

claring that she would not arrogate to herself the position of
leader in measures of resistance. 8he followed the lead, in
adopting the resolutions of Virginia, proposing a Convention
of the Southern Stales. 8be has sent delegates to tuch a
convention. 8he has counselled with other 8tate#, and is
still pursuing measures to hold further counsel with them.
She has, by her acts, caused it to be understood that she Is
ready for secession, or for any other measure of resistance, in
which her sister States ofthe 8outh shall agree to co operate.
But she has yet adopted no-measure, put forth no declaration
to indicate that she will act independently of their counsels or

co-operation. On the contrary, at the very Iaft session of her
Legislature she invited the other Southern States to meet her
for further joint deliberation, and appoint delegates to a Con¬
vention to be called for this purpose. She simultaneously
passed a law calling a Convention of the people of her own
State, «for the purpose, in the first place, of taking into con¬
sideration the proceedings and recommendations of a Con¬
gress of the slaveholding States, if the same shall meet and
be held, and for the further purpose of taking into considera¬
tion the general welfare of this State, in view of her relations
to the laws and Government of the United Btates, and there¬
upon to take care that the Commonwealth of 8outh Carolina
shall suffer no detriment;' and in this very law she declares,
in relation to her delegates to the Southern Convention, tbat
they are ' entrusted with full power and authority to deliber¬
ate.' (in conference with the other States) «with the view and
intention of arresting further aggressions, and, if possible, of
restoring the constitutional rights of the South; and, if not,
to recommend due provision for their future safety and inde¬
pendence.'

" It needs no argument to show that by the above enact¬
ments our 8tate stands pledged to hold conference in the first
instance with (he other slaveholding States 5 and that the
firat end or object of this conference is to deliberate with a

view to arrest further aggressions, and to restore the consti¬
tutional rights of the South, or the rigbt« of the South under
the Constitution and in the Union. If (his cannot be done,
then other measures are to be devised for out security ; but
what they are to be our 8tate has never announoed, and to
pursue any other specific measure she therefore does not
standpledged. It is true, it has been erroneously supposed
tbat the celling of a Convention of the people of this State
was done with a view to her immediate secession from the
Union 5 but we have shown that this Was not the" fact. This
measure, as well as tbat of arming the State, was as proper
to put this 8tate in . position to carry into effect the result of
the joint deliberations of the slave States as for any other pur¬
pose. 8hould they reselve to secede, 8outh Carolina is wil¬
ling, and through ber Convention, is ready to do s6.'
" 8outh Carolina sdvocates resistance, almost to a man,

and we are not prepared to say that ip no event will she
secede alooe, nor do we desire that she should come to any
such determination. But we do say tbat she does not stand
pledged to go out of this Union by herself, and we think that
to adopt any such pledge at this time would be most unwise.
Associated as the is with other 8tates, equally aggrieved and
equally brave, shall she assume to disregard their counsel*,
and precipitately pursue measures which may foil the very
ends she may aim at } She has been counselled, by the mea¬
sures of her Southern allies, to wait yet longer. Shall she
venture to presume that, by disregarding this counsel, she
will gain their sympathies ?'*
We think 44 An Old Nullifier " has fairly made

out his case,- and that South Carolina is not com¬

mitted in honor to what her politicians call44 sepa¬
rate State action." Some hot-headed gentlemen in
her Legislature are doubdess bound by their per¬
sonal declarations to advocate secession, but the
State has taken care to pledge herself to secession
only in the contingency (hat other Southern States
agree to join her. It will be remembered that old
Mr. Cheves, in his speech at the National Con¬
vention, which seems to be almost the magna
charta of the Disunion leaders, advised that it was
very important to secure the leadership of Virginia,
and counselled a dissolution, provided four or five
States should secede together..-kichmortd Times.

TROW TR1 WOBTLK DAILY iDTlBTHH OF MARCH 16.
A Break Dow*..The Southern Rights meeting on Fri¬

day night, saya the Montgomery 8rate Register, was an entire
failure.not a "dull, cold, lifeless" congregstion, but no con¬

gregation at all! We are informed that tit persojs, all told,
assembled to participate in the proceedings, and two or three
Union men attended ss lookers-on. The fire-eaters couldn't
be rung up, but Ingloriousfy stayed at home, or went some

where else, and left Southern Rights to take care of them¬
selves. Of coarse the meeting caved in, or wss " postponed,''
as reported. Wj hope it is not intended to 4« give it up so,"
and by all means those "documents" ought to be distributed.

Smoxibs i* THi Struts..The principal business done
in the Police Court of Boston on Wedoeedey last, was the
fining of divers young men f* smoking in the streets, Disk¬
ing that practice rather an expensive lozury. These prose,
eattons have been commmdcd by an exprses order of the
Mayor and Aldermen, directing the City Marshal to prose-
oats ell violations of the ordinance on that .abject without
uniien.>tj 4*1*jr.

VAGARIES Of

rtoM tii n* am*11" MAitmn. , t /
The debate in the Unit<l 8o"e« Senate """he Bos-

ton riot terminated as tl'241h «1U* the reference of
the President's messa^ to the Judiciary Committee.
But a new aspect "> (t»en to the whole subject
during the debated theepeeches ofj«»eral South,
ern Senator.. ?he whole line of Southern argu-
ment on this fjbject was - broken up. Hitherto U
has been good Southern doctrine to maintain it to be the doty
of the Ffderd Government to carry into effect, by proper
lefialation, /he constitutional clause for the surrender of fugi¬
tive ihNi! The failure to do ao effectually has been the
ground of bsan complaint against the General Government.
The law of 1849w** held t:>^ flr,t rteP 10 e<*"
sore the execute of this clause, and the whole South ac¬

cepted it as suflfcieat for the object, and a good compensation^
for the pas«a£? of lets approved bill*, if it cjuld be faithfully
administered The chief topic of complaint and distrust has
been that it cmld not be enforced. The Executive was se¬

verely blamed for remissness in not removing the marshal of
Massachuset* for neglect of his part of the duty in the caM
of Crafts; aid, but the other day, in this very case of the res¬
cued fugitive, the President was accused by some of indiffer¬
ence to hie duty, in not removing at once the officer who per¬
mitted the slave in custody uoder the case to be taken from
his hand*. The right of the General Government to execute
this lav* and its obligation to doit at all baxards, was af¬
firmedm unquestionable truths, upon the acknowledgment
of winch by the people of the North, unreservedly, the safe-
ty «' Southern rights within the Union was held to depend.
Tie extreme South and Southwest, whose pecuniary interest
i» the fugitive slave law is extremely small, were invoked to
make the faithful enforcement of this law a test of Union.the
only satisfactory proof that the compromise is to be respected.
the one pledge which must be exacted of the faithfulness of
the Union to the rights of Southern 8tates.
But in the 8enate, on the 24th, to the surprise, we doubt

not, of the whole country, tBis position was abandoned by a

part of the 8outh. Several of the Southern Senators becsme
extremely sensitive on the subject of the enforcement of the
law. They were alarmed at the consequences of any effort
on the part of the Federal authorities to employ coercive mea¬
sures to support its processes even against mobs. They saw
terrible dangers in the simple process of using force to aid th»
officers of the Union in executing the laws of the Union.
They have suddsnly discovered that it is alien to the genius
of our Government to depend upon any thing but the volun¬
tary consent of the subjects upon whom the law is intended
to operate, to carry it into effect. Laws roust be obeyed from
free will and affection, not from fear of consequences or dread
of coercion. So, the Boston mob spirit must not be met by
a determined front of Federal power,, vindicating its own au¬

thority. That will lead to an exaltation of Federal authori¬
ty, will be a dangerous precedent for the use of the Federal

^

irmy against 8tate rights.a terrible stride towards consolida¬
tion ! Hence the conscience of those gentlemen, who
have in their thoughts to arm the States againit the authority
jf the General Government hereafter, in a crisis they think
they see, or are determined to make, is shocked at allowing
aven so much vigor to the Executive arm as will enable it to
anforce perfectly the law, which, of all the recent legislation
of Congress, it most concerns the 8outh to h»ve maintained.
To reason, a» these men do, from the case ofa lawless riot

to that of an organixed State revolution, making an analogy
between the repression of . negro mob and the arming of
forces to coerce a seceding 8tate, shows a foregone conclusion
in their minds, and raises the strongest presumption that they
look upon the crisis of the conflict with the General Govern¬
ment to be at hand, and would strip the ordinary functions of
authority in the simplest form of self-preservation, as they
would, in time of anticipated warfare, endeavor to cripple the
power with whom they expect to war. We can understand
no better motives for the discouragement thrown in the way of
the faithful execution of the slave law by those who declaim
against the danger ofemploying force. Laws are only made
because something more is required than voluntary assent to
keep men and communities just towards each other 5 and no
law would ever be observed if it were not for the force by
which it is sustained. We do not mean that every law re¬

quires the manifestation of pbyiical power to make it observed;
but no law could be maintained at all against individual ca¬

price or interest, but for the knowledge that society is organ¬
ized snd tribunals are established, and a vast array ol physi¬
cal force is reaJy at hand to enforce obedience. Force is the
vital principle which makes any law.of any value. The laws
of Congress, within their constitutional sphere, derive their
vitality from the same principle as any other law, and to dis¬
courage assertion of force, in such a case as the Boston mob,
is simply to renounce the power of legislation, and to reduce
the whole Federal Government to a state of pitiable weak¬
ness, prepared for and inviting dissolution by the first shock.
We hope na such counsels will have any effect upon the

Executive power, or the course of the, General Government.
They h»ve a constitutional duty to perform in the maintain-
ance of the power of the law, and ought to do it thoroughly
and fully, in the putting down of mobs and the assertion of
their rightful authority. It will be supported therein by the
great body of intelligent and patriotic men throughout the
Union, and especially in the South, where the lawful exer-

cise of an unquestionable power, in a cause which deeply in¬
terests ourselves, will not be thwarted or discouraged, even

by those who deny the right to coerce a 8tate, from the fear
of a leas justifiable exerciee in another state of affairs.
The Senators who take this ground of dissent with the

course of the Executive, forsake the strong ground upon which
the South has entrenched iuelf within the constitution, and
for an imaginary or stimulated danger, appear ready to throw
off at once every substantial defence attainable within the
Union.

Mr. Rhett, of 8outh Carolina, goes further than this, in

weakening the securities given by the fugitive slave law, and
discarding the Federal authority over the subject altogether.
He boldly declares, with Mr. Chase, of Ohio, on the other ex¬

treme, that the fugitive slave law ia unconstitutional. These
two, the one a 8outh Carolina secessionist and the other an
Ohio abolitionist, maintained in the 8enate the doctrine that
the clause in the constitution for the surrender of slaves ia .
compact among the State?, to be executed by the 8tates only,
and that Congress has no power to pass any law on the sub¬
ject. The act of 1793 and the act of 1850 are both pro¬
nounced to be violations of the constitution ; in contradiction
to the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 8tates
that power on this question is w'uh the United States, to the
exclusion of the 8tates. According to this theory, Massa¬
chusetts must perform all the legislation neceesary to enforce
the compact within the 8tate, and, according to the 8outh
Carolina theory, may nullify by refusing to execute it, and
yet remain in the Union.
These are vagaries of various sections of the opposition to

the compromise laws, and our readers will see what wild the¬
ories and mischievous doctrines they assume ; how constantly
tbey aim to disturb the peaceful and orderly action by which
the powers of the Union, steadily administered, are sought to
be made efficient for maintaining the laws aa they are, as the
basis for a final settlement of the slave controversies.

It requires all the good sense and forbearance, and we may
add vigilance, of the friends of order and Union, to expose and'
guard against these constant tendencies to make false issues*
to bewilder the mind with political subtleties, and stimulate
hostility to existing law", and the regular operations of the
Government, by systematic agitation.
The success of tbeEaia Road, the Directors ssy, "i*

certain and triumphant" It will be completed in May next
to Dunkirk (on Lake Erie) with an unbroken track of
miles, while twelve branch roade of mne than 609 milee wilt
add to its travel and freight, and an almost interminable rail¬
road connexion with the great We*, soon to extend even to
the Mississippi, opens to it a prospect of inereedi* basineee
for the future, which, in view ef the boundless resources of
our country, and the undaunted enterprise of our people, .

man of sober calcolation may well shrink from e*imating.

STEAMBOAT DISASTER ON THE OHIO RIVER.
The steamers Lowell and Vinton came in collieiofb »l>out

twenty miles below Wheeling, on Sunday, by which tho
latter was so damaged that she sunk immediately, and is a

to'al loss. Her engineer waa killed, and fifteen others who
were on board lost their Uvea by the aartant.
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